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SPRING MBQ ARTICLE BY ORVILLE FREEMAN
CITES NEED FOR INCREASED PRODUCTION

MISSOULA-·
·~e

world is at the crossroads," declares Orville L. Freeman in the keynote article,

"Interdependence: The Bottom Line," of a special section entitled "Montana and the Rest of
the World" in the spring issue of Montana Business Quarterly (MBQ), published the first

week in June by the Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER) at the University of
Montana in Missoula,
·~e

decades since World War II have seen the greatest advance in economic well-being

in the history of man.

This progress has been made possible by a greater freedom in the

marketplace than ever before, but now demands are being made worldwide to restrict commerce
and the flow of goods, resources, and ideas," Freeman says in his article.
Freeman, former Secretary of Agriculture in the Kennedy and Johnson administrations,
and now president of Business International Corporation of New York City. points out that
much of Montana's wheat is sold on the world market and a great deal of our oil comes from
beyond our borders.

Just as MOntana's standard of living is raised by participation in

the U.S. "common market," so are economic benefits increased for all nations by relatively
unrestricted trade and investment internationally.
"One overwhelming need exists which must be met if the world's great crises are to be
surmowtted." Freeman says.

"One word describes the need: production.

And I would add:

more production, much more production." Waste must be eliminated and scarce resources
used carefully and frugally, he warns, but only with a larger pie will there be bigger
pieces to be shared.
- more -
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Unfortunately, nationalism seems to be expanding and growing more intense just at
the time when cooperation is most needed, with the number of nations claiming sovereignty
about doubling in the past 25 years.
"If mankind is to survive, the stranglehold of 'beggar-thy-neighbor' nationalism
must be broken," Freeman states.

"Basic, international institutions must be developed

which reach across national boundaries and make it possible to

effectively mobilize

the world's resources."
The development of financial institutions to recycle petrodollars; and world food
agencies to unify food and agriculture policies holds great promise and opportunity for
taking the path to cooperation and peace, he concludes.
In his article, "Food for America--Food for the World," Dale E. Butz, executive
director of the Commodities Division, Illinois Farm Bureau, says, "The average U.S.
citizen doesn't really comprehend the magnitude of the food problem or understand some of
the rather frightening choices that we as a nation and as individuals may have to make in
the years ahead."

He asks, is cheap food an American birthright?

foreign sales of scarce foodstuffs?

Should we limit

Should we allow price to ration food around the

world?
According to Butz, American agriculture has the potential ability to increase
production considerably, but the United States cannot feed the world.

Rather, we must

encourage and assist needy countries to raise their food production while limiting
population growth.
"Who Will Control Montana Coal?" is discussed by Louis D. Hayes, associate professor
and chairman of the Department of Political Science and director of the Bureau of
Government Research at the University of Montana.
"There is a rapidly developing confrontation involving state reclamation, taxation,
and development policies, national energy policies and programs, and corporate interests,"
he says.
In the last article of the special section, K. Ross Toole finds that some Montanans
look on Congress and coal companies with considerable distrust. Toole, who is Hammo~~
Professor of Western History at the University of Montana, writes of "independent cusses
vs glittery suits" in "How Montanans View America."
The Montana Business Quarterly may be purchased by subscription or for $1 per conv
from the BBER or the Associated Students' Bookstore at the University of Montana,
##
Missoula, Mont. 59801.

